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ugliness which probably can never be wholly undone. Only
literature survived.
Even education, in which the "shopocracy" at least,1 pro-
fessed an interest, was but little improved. The percentage of
illiterates was 41*6 in 1839 (men 33-7 and women 49-5) and it
remained virtually unchanged until 1846 and probably later.
Indeed, there is reason to argue that the educational position
of the working class was actually worsened, by a foolish
"discovery" which was widely adopted at this period. The
old dame schools had frequently been bad, but they were also
sometimes good, though always unpretentious. But the systems
of Bell and Lancaster, which their imbecile propounders said
were "with great propriety55 called "the STEAM ENGINE
OF THE MORAL WORLD", annihilated any possibility of
education. The device merely consisted of teaching blocks of
information, generally in the form of answers to a series of
questions, to a group of "monitors", who then taught them to
another group of children, and so forth. So knowledge was
"multiplied"; if an ill-disposed examiner asked the questions
in the wrong order, the sham was disastrously exposed. For-
tunately this rarely happened.
It is a notable example of the gullibility of the historian that
this probably retrograde step is still frequently referred to as
an advance. Mr. and Mrs. Hammond have disinterred speci-
mens of the catechisms inflicted upon the children. One must
suffice:
Monitor: You read in the lesson The enamel is disposed in
crescent-shaped ridges. What is the enamel?
Boy: The hard shining part of the tooth.
Monitor: What part of our tooth is it?
Boy: The covering of that part that is out of the jawbone.
Monitor: What do you mean by disposed?
Boy: Placed.
Monitor: The root?
Boy: "Pono," I place.
Monitor: What is crescent-shaped?
Boy: Shaped like the moon before it is a half-moon.
Monitor: Draw a crescent.  Boy draws it on the blackboard.
Monitor: What is the root of the word?